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GLAC IER  WATER ,  JUST  BEYOND  THE  STAY

HOSP I TA L I T Y  CAS E  STUDY

Sunstar

Alaska.
ANCHORAG E ,  A LASKA

The best stays leave behind a specific kind of mess: rumpled

sheets, a coffee gone cold, a laugh caught mid breath. I

photograph the lived moment, not the staged one.

sharlenaluyen.com/hotel

sharlenaluyen@gmail.com

714-727-5153
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ONE  STAY ,  STA R T  TO  F I N I S H

A stay that starts at
breakfast.

A women-owned and run stay, where breakfast is cooked

to order, the dogs come out to say hello, and the birches

outside are going gold. One full stay, photographed from

the welcome sign on the wall to the last unmade bed.

Planning the Day
Maps across the duvet, juice on the nightstand, a laugh she was not performing.

Looking Down the Stairs
The name on the wall, the house below.

Adventure Awaits
The welcome wall says it before anyone does.

Through the Door
Lamps on, snacks stocked, the bed made up and waiting.
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Lamplight
Sconce on, the whole room in one frame.

Just Arrived
Suitcase by the bed, a sweater thrown over the end. The room is already becoming theirs.

The Map on the Floor
Every map in the house spread out across the floor. The trip, being planned.

Left Unmade
Linen that has been slept in.

SHARLENALUYEN .COM /HOTEL  ·  SHARLENALUYEN@GMAIL .COM 0 3



CAS E  STUDY  ·  SUNSTAR  A LASKA Breakfast & the residents 0 4

The Full Spread
Waffles, French toast, berries, a skillet still hot, juice poured, and a hand already reaching in.

Breakfast, Served
Carried out by the host, plate in both hands.

Golden on the Griddle
Close enough to hear it.

The Welcome Committee
The host and the house dogs.
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First Light, First Coffee
Mug in hand at the window, birches turning gold outside. Quiet, captured.

Where Breakfast Starts
The resident hens, out on the deck.

Breakfast Tray
Toast, juice and the property's own mug on a branded board.

First Snow Up Top
Autumn below, winter arriving above.

Empty rooms describe inventory.
Occupied rooms describe a trip.

All photography by Sharlena Luyen
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